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SIX DAYS | 


‘THE INCREDIBLE STORY OF D-DAY'S LOST CHAPTER 


“histoire qui suit est aujourd'hui passablement oubliée bien qu’authentique. I! faut dire que les| 
horreurs n‘ont pas manqué durant la Seconde Guerre Mondiale, alors pourquoi revenir sur celle 
<i plutét qu'une autre 


‘Avec le temps qui passe on a parfois impression que durant ‘Occupation les tortionnaires 
S‘appelaient SS, Gestapo et Milice. Rien n’est plus faux, la Wehrmacht a aussi eu son lot datrocités. 


A titre dexemple le 23 juin aggo a 33" division dinfantere allerande exécute & Aubigny une cinquan 
taine de blessés du a4" régiment de tiralleus sénégalas. On estime ainsi qu'entre 2.500 & 3.000 prison. 
niers essentillementissus des troupes colonales ont été massacrés en940 


Das juin ag40, les tribunaux militares allemands n’hésitent pas & condamner & mort. Auguste Gras est 
fusillé le 5 juin 2940 sans qu'on sache trés bien pourquoi , pour avoir sectionné des fils téléphoniques 
Etienne Achavanne subit le méme sort le 4 juillet, Joseph Trigodet est exécuté pour le méme motif un 
peu plus tard. Ange Dubreuil est fusllé & Trégueux en décembre ag4o parce quilla gilé un soldat et 
Jacques Bonsergent le suit quelques jours aprés & Paris parce quilla refusé de dénoncer un ami qui avait 
giflé un autre soldat. 


Sion consulte les sites spécialisés, & commencer par le Maitran qui recense plus de 30.000 noms, c'est 
tune longue ltanie qui donne rapidement la nausée. 


Mais lest vrai qu'en juin et juillet ag44 nous avons sans doute atteint un paroxysme dans le domaine de 
Fignominie et qu’a ce ttre les divisions SS n’ont pas hésité & pratiquer en France ce qu'elles fasaient & 
grande échelle en Europe de lest 

Rapporté & ce qui s'est passé a Tulle ou & Oradour-sur-Glane ce que raconte histoire qui suit est de la 
petite biére, image pour osée qu'elle sit est en rapport avec la boisson préférée des Allemands. Mais ce 
récit rfest malheureusement pas unique. Massacre d'Ugine le § juin, 28 marts, de Montpezat-de-Quercy 
le 7 juin, 26 morts, d'lssendolus le 8 juin, 44 morts, d'Argenton-sur-Creuse le g et 20 juin, 67 morts, et on f 


Sarrétera la tant cette liste est lin, trés loin d'étre exhaustive. — 
Quant aux prisonniers de gueree exécutés sans autre forme de pracés quelques brefs rappels égalernent 


incomplets : 7 parachutistes américains passés par les armes le 6 juin & Hémevez, 20 soldats canadiens 
les 7 et Bjuin & Saint-Germain-la-Blanche-Herbe, etc 


Bl ce que racontent les pages qui suivent nest qy/une plere tombale de pls dans ce vaste cimetire mais il 
fetes montrent aussi que le courage demeure face & abomination. 
Garches, le 26 avi 2024 


In 1979 I was 10 years old and used my allowance to buy my first graphic novel. 
It wasn't much—just $3.95—and it was only 64 pages long, but I could not get 
enough of it. An adaptation of the 20" Century Fox motion picture Alien, this 
graphic novel generated so much excitement that I still have it four decades 
later. Can't get rid of it. That is, in and of itself, a miracle considering all of the 
moves that have taken place between then and now. Many pieces of personal 
property were lost or discarded during those moves, but my copy of the 1979 
Alien graphic novel has survived every purge. I was not alone in my enthusiasm 
for that graphic novel, which was both critically acclaimed and popular. In fact, 
it was the first graphic novel to be listed on the New York Times bestseller list. 
Since that time, the format has only expanded as an acknowledged art form 
and has proven time and again that it is an engaging way to present a story. 
In the pages that follow, you will find one of the most engaging stories that 
unfolded during the liberation of France in 1944. 


SIX DAYS describes how a group of isolated American paratroopers settled 
in for a fight on a hilltop in Normandy during the invasion, and eventually 
faced a vindictive enemy. What happened in Graignes during those six days 
in June seventy-five years ago stands out memorably not just because of the 
bravery and dedication of the American sky soldiers who fought there, but 
also because of the bravery and dedication of the French civilians who risked 
everything to help them. Typically, the French are depicted as anonymous, 
atomized victims of circumstances beyond their control. They are either 
abused by the unrelenting police state that the Germans enforced in occupied 
France, or they are part of the armed resistance. In the case of Graignes, we see 
a different example—one in which French civilians young and old participate 
in and contribute to their own liberation. The choice was theirs to make, and 
they chose to do everything they could for the Americans. As uplifting as that 
part of the story may be though, what happened at Graignes is also noteworthy 
for darker reasons. In the aftermath of the battle, soldiers from the 17" SS ; 
Panzergrenadier Division committed a crime that still haunts the village to 
this day. Despite what the SS did at Graignes, it is the memory of bravery and 
sacrifice that survives there today, well represented by the Franco-American 
memorial that now occupies the ruins of the village's 12"-century church. 


I visited that memorial for the first time in July 2002, when survivors from 
the summer of '44 still made an annual pilgrimage to the hilltop to be a part 
of a commemorative service. The experience of being there with veterans and 
civilian survivors inspired me powerfully and led to the writing of my first book. 
It was about the 507" Parachute Infantry Regiment, and it came out in 2004 
with three chapters about Graignes. Those chapters represent the beginning of 
an interest in this important episode of D-Day history that has continued for 
almost 20 years. Despite my best efforts though, the story of Graignes has still 
not reached a broad audience, nor has it been popularized to any meaningful 
level. Hopefully, SIX DAYS will change that. The Graignes story is told here 
with a compelling authenticity by Kevin Maurer and Robert Venditti, whose 
uncle lived for six days on that hilltop in June 1944. Furthermore, the story is 
brought to life spectacularly by the remarkable artistic talent of Andrea Mutti. 
The powerful combination of words and images you are about to experience is 
a fitting tribute to the men and women who stood their ground and consecrated 
that hilltop with blood and sacrifice. They all chose to be there, and in so doing, | 
they left us something to respect—something to be proud of. I hope you enjoy 
reading SIX DAYS, and I hope it becomes important to you—so important that it 
follows you through move after move for decades to come like my first graphic 
novel from 1979 has done. ! 


Souviens toi— } 
noublions jamais! 


Martin K.A. Morgan, 

author of Down to Earth: The 507th Parachute | 
Infantry Regiment in Normandy 
New Orleans 
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Just after midnight on June 6, 1944, more than 1,000 aircraft carrying three 
airborne divisions left England for drop zones in Normandy, France. It was 
the start of Operation Overlord and the campaign to liberate Europe from the 
stranglehold of Nazi Germany. 


In the words of Supreme Allied Commander, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the 
hopes and prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere marched with them. 


This is a war story. But, at its heart, it is about people from different cultures 
coming together for the common good. 


The world will always need that. 


HAIL 
MARY FULL 
OF GRACE, THE 
LORD 1S WITH 
THEE. 


BLESSED 
ART THOU AMONG 
WOMEN AND BLESSED 
1S THE FRUIT OF THY 
WOMB JESUS. 


HOLY MARY MOTHER OF 
GOD, PRAY FOR US SINNERS 
NOW AND AT THE HOUR OF 


OUR DEATH. 


YOU MAKE IT A GOOD ONE, 
TOMMY? LUCKY THIRTEEN IN 
THE JUMP ORDER. YOU’RE 
GONNA NEED IT. 


COVERED 
ALL MY 
BASES, 

CHARLIE. 


y ‘CHUTE ALMOST 


DROWNED 
ME. 


SGASPz 


GUESS 
THIRTEEN WASN’T 


, SO UNLUCKY AFTER J 


ON. I THINK I 
HEAR SOME OF 
THE OTHERS. 


x 


HERE COME 
TRAVERS AND 
HAMNER. 


THAT'S 
ALL OF US, 
SARGE. 


SARGE... 
THIS CAN'T 
BE OUR DROP 
ZONE. 


IT AIN'T, 
TRAVERS. MAPS 
SHOWED NO MARSH 
NORTH OF 
AMFREVILLE. 


LIGHT 
GOES GREEN, 
WE JUMP. 


WASN'T 
JUST US. BIRDS 
WERE DROPPING 

TROOPERS ALL 
OVER. 


= 


—___ 


pS I THINK I 


Se St SEE SOMETHI 
SARGE. 


iy 


WE NEED HIGH 
GROUND. GET OUR J 
BEARINGS. fA 


” EVERYBODY, \ 
MOVE OUT.) 


GOOD EYE, 
TRAVERS. 


EVERYONE 
MAKE FOR THAT 
STEEPLE. 


WHEN’S THE LAST 

TIME THE RED SOX 

WON THE SERIES, 
CHARLIE? 


SAYING, YOU 
WANT SOMETHING 
TO GO RIGHT, DON’T 
CALL IT “M/SS/ION 
BOSTON.” 


I'LL BE 
DAMNED. }y 


SOMEBODY 
WENT AND 
BUILT A TOWN IN 
THE MIDDLE OF , 
THIS MESS. 


WE LANDED ALL OVER THE MARSH. 
TWENTY-FIVE MEN HAVE ASSEMBLED 
SO FAR, NOT INCLUDING WHOEVER 
CAME IN WITH YOU. MOST OF OUR 
SUPPLIES ARE UNDERWATER. 


WE 
MIS-DROPPED 
ALL TO HELL. WE'RE 
SOMEPLACE CALLED 
GRAIGNES. 


WELCOME TO 
TOWN, MAJOR 
JAMESON. 


GOOD TOSEE ‘* 
YOU ON THE GROUND, 
CAPTAIN BRONSON. 
WHAT'S THE STATUS? 


WE WERE INSTEAD, 
SUPPOSED TO Y we’rRE OVER FOUR IF THE 
HIT DROP ZONE mILES SOUTH OF REST OF THE 82nd 
“T” NORTH OF CARENTAN. HIT THEIR DROPS, WE’RE 


SX AMFREVILLE, © MILES FROM THE NEAREST 


SIR. . COMPANY. THAT’D BE 
THE 501st AND THE 
506th OUTSIDE 
VIERVILLE. 


BY 
FIFTEEN 
MILES. THE BIRDS 
REALLY LAID AN 
EGG ON THIS 


MEN COULD USE 
SOME CHOW AND REST. 
FIGURE AFTER NIGHTFALL, 
WE MAKE OUR WAY TO 
CARENTAN. WE CAN LINK 
UP WITH THE 82nd 

Y, THERE. 


THE 
y KRAUTS GAVE US 
HEAVIER FLAK THAN WE 
ANTICIPATED. PILOTS . 
CHANGED TO A DIFFERENT A 
HEADING. GUESS THEY 
COULDN'T GET BACK 
ON COURSE. 


FIND P/DGE. BRING HIM 
TO ME. THEN COMMANDEER ¥ 
AS MANY BOATS AS YOU CAN 
AND START PULLING OUR 
SUPPLIES OUT OF THE 


THE 82nd 
IS TOO FAR AWAY, 
BRONSON. 


THERE 
ARE ONLY TWO 

ROADS IN AND OUT OF 
THIS TOWN. WE'LL D/G JN. 
HOLD POSITION AND LINK 

UP WITH OUR FORCES 

HEADING SOUTH FROM , 

THE COAST. 


“LET'S GET 
ABOUT IT.” i 


IF 
I WANTED TO 
BE THIS WET, I’D 
HAVE JOINED 
THE NAVY. 


I 
WONDER 

IF WILLIE IS 
HAVING AS 
GOOD A 
TIME. 


) 


MY SISTER MURIEL JUST GOT 
MARRIED. HER HUSBAND HAS A ae NAH. COULDN'T 
BROTHER WILLIE IN THE 505th. opine tee MEET . PICK HIM OUT IF 
WE'VE BEEN EXCHANGING Gan HE WAS DRYING 
LETTERS Se acelatie coer | ge HIS FEET NEXT 
EACH OTHER. EVERY ie 
TIME ONE OF US LANDS Ve OME 
SOMEPLACE, THE OTHER 
HAS ALREADY SHIPPED 
OUT. 


I MEAN 
OF YOUR 
SISTER. 


LACE ‘EM \\j i : 
UP. WE HAVE A oon 
t 
ORDERS. SARGE. WE'VE BEEN 
4 MARCHING ALL 
MORNING. 


THE WAR AIN‘T WAITING FOR 
OUR BOOTS TO DRY. ON 
YOUR FEET. 


MAJOR SAYS 
WE'RE DIGGING IN AND 
WAITING FOR THE REST 
OF THE ARMY TO 
JOIN US. 


START MOVING 
EARTH. 


YOU KNOW 
SOMETHING, 
CHARLIE? 


I'D 
RATHER BE 
WET. 


a) 


ee OeEOURE: TROOPS ARE DIGGING CAPTAIN 


IN, MAJOR. FIELDS OF SIPE SET UP THE AID 
FIRE ARE BEING CUT, AND = STATION AT THE CHURCH. 
THE MORTAR SECTION HAS a FEW CUTS AND SPRAINS 
SPOTTERS IN THE SO FAR. NOT BAD, 
CHURCH BELFRY. CONSIDERING. 


i a NS TS og 
‘ ee ee 
(PARLEZ-VOUS rT 

\\ FRANCAIS? 


AMERICAINS! 
AMERICAINS! 


BOYS FROM THE 


<I AM 


EAU! 


FRONT AND 
CENTER! _, 


ALBERT VERSAILLES, ACTING MAYOR 
OF GRAIGNES. I HEARD AMERICAN SOLDIERS WERE 
ARRIVING FROM THE MARSHES. YOU ARE MOST WELCOME.> 


MEET ACTING MAYOR ALBERT 
VERSAILLES, SIR. HE SAYS 
WE’RE WELCOME 
HERE. 
ACTING 
MAYOR? 


SOME 
TOWNSFOLK TOLD 
ME. THE PREVIOUS 

MAYOR WAS AN OLD GUY. 
DIED LAST WEEK. MR. 
VERSAILLES IS FILLING 
THE ROLE UNTIL THEY 
ELECT A NEW 


WANTS US 
TO WAIT. 


TELL HIM WE NEED HELP GATHERING OUR EQUIPMENT 
BUNDLES OUT OF THE MARSH. AND I WANT TO KNOW 
EVERYTHING ABOUT GERMAN TROOP MOVEMENTS 
AND LOCATIONS IN THE AREA. 


<THIS IS 
MAJOR JAMESON. HE’ 
IN CHARGE.> 


<ALL OF OUR 
SUPPLIES PARACHUTED INTO THE WATER. WE COULD 
USE YOUR HELP RETRIEVING THEM. AND ANYTHING YOU CAN TELL 
( US ABOUT GERMAN SOLDIERS WILL HELP US DEFEND THE TOWN.> J) 


| 


1 CAUGHT 
THAT ONE, 
BOUDREAU. 

THANKS. 


BOUDREAU, I THINK WE 
HAVE THE MAKINGS OF THE 
NEXT PRES/DENT. 


22:30 HOURS. 


LOOK 
AT ALL THIS 
AMMO. 


AND 
THERE'S STILL 
MORE COMING 

IN. 


DIXIE HAD 
A DRIER DAY THAN 
ME, SIR. I MADE HER A 
NEST IN MY HELMET 
AND CARRIED HER 
ON MY HEAD. 


ONLY WAY 
I COULD FIGURE 
TO KEEP HER FROM 
DROWNING. 


TIME FOR HER TO 
GET IN THE WAR. TAKE 
THIS DOWN-- 


“AM IN 
POSITION AT 
GRAIGNES COORDINATE 
FOUR ONE FIVE EIGHT 
ZERO ZERO WITH 
PRACTICALLY ALL OF 
HARDWARE BLUE 
THREE FOUR. 


ALL RIGHT, 
DIXIE. 


“BEHIND 
ENEMY LINES. NO 
CONTACT WITH FRIENDLY 
FORCES. AM REMAINING IN 
POSITION. IMPOSSIBLE 
TO GET TO 
REGIMENT. 


“SIGNED, 
JAMESON, 
MAJOR.” 


a ——— 


YEAH, 
PIDGE. HOW’S THE 
PASSENGER? 


TELL 
HQ WE SAID 
HELLO. 


SURE WOULD 
BE NICE IF WE 
COULD FLY OUT 

OF HERE. 


JUNE 7, 1944 


LE PORT ST. PIERRE. 
1.5 KILOMETERS 
NORTH OF GRAIGNES. 


ya 


; A DP Ye; 
ety te 


<A 
WEDDING DRESS?> 
3G/GGLE< 


ld 


PARACHUTE 
SILK WILL MAKE 
= A BEAUTIFUL 
—_ DRESS.> 


<YOU KNOW 
i HOW MAMA ALWAYS ’ 
@ SAYS NINETEEN IS PLENTY 
OLD ENOUGH, CLAUDETTE.> F 


PAPA SAYS TO 
TAKE MY TIME, 
MARGOT.> 


<I DON’T KNOW, BUT HE’LL BE & 
HANDSOME. STRONG e 
LIKE PAPA.> 


ES) 


YOU'LL BE 
BEAUTIFUL.> 


<IS PAPA 
GOING TO BE 

OKAY? HE’S BEEN 
SO TIRED...> 


| 7 oul. 

| ( <THE AMERICANS WERE 
I\ HERE. THEY GAVE HIM 
»  MEDICINE.> 
rT yD 


<DO 
YOU BELIEVE 
THOUSANDS MORE 
AMERICANS ARE 
COMING?> 


fi <DON’T BE. : 
YOUR BIG SISTER 
WILL LOOK AFTER 
: YOU.> 


x SX. 
LN 
LA eS) 
(fi Z : 
9 y 


<CLAUDETTE, Y 
I NEED YOU TO GO WITH 
YOUR FATHER.> 


7 
: 


¥ 


\ 


<GO WHERE, 
MAMA? HE’S 
SUPPOSED TO 
REST.> 


<HE’S 
MORE STUBBORN 
THAN TIRED. MAYOR 

VERSAILLES CALLED A 
MEETING AT THE CHURCH. 
YOUR FATHER INSISTS 
ON GOING.> 


<THE WAR <STRAIGHT HOME, 


? 
IS HERE, ALMA. rgtn es 


IT'S NO TIME TO 
BE LAZY.> 


Sm — 
SPENT ALL OF YESTERDAY ee 


GATHERING THE AMERICANS’ 
BUNDLES IN YOUR BOAT. 
IT’S ALREADY TOO MUCH, 

AUGUSTE.> 


CLAUDETTE, DO YOU 


HEAR? HE’S NOT TO SMOKE 
AND GOSSIP WITH THE 
t OTHERS.> 
i——4 —————__Fj 
HEH HEH. 
<THE HEN WON’T 
GO, SO SHE SENDS 


ONE OF THE CHICKS 
N TO LOOK AFTER 


<LET’S GO, 
AUGHTER. > 4 


Hic 


Yw 
>, 
=a" 
Z£=9 
cut 
ao 
eke) 
YS 


HE SAID ALL 


; a &/ THE SWAMP 1S NORTH SO WE'RE 
<> MARSH OF US, CAPTAIN. MAIN TTING ON THE PATH 


TO THE NORTH. ROADS TO THE EAST TO CARENTAN. 


THE ROADS ARE TO 
OUR EAST AND / AND WEST. 
WEST. 


HAT'S THIS oe TELL HIM 
S NAME AGAIN, y>——~/ _ OUR SPOTTERS IN THE 
BOUDREAU? _¢/ |i 
ROLLING UP BOTH ROADS. 
ASK HIM ABOUT THE 
BRIDGE. 


<CAN THE 
GERMANS USE 
THIS BRIDGE TO 
ATTACK?> 


<IT’S THE ONLY 
WAY HERE FROM THAT 
DIRECTION.> 


<CAN YOU 


ASK oul. 
i TAKE SOME SOLDIERS TO 
HIM IF HE‘LL SEE THE BRIDGE?> <AFTER THE 


TAKE A PATROL OUT 
THERE. WE MIGHT 
END UP HAVING 
TO BLOW IT. 


MY MOM 
MAKES BISCUITS 
ON SUNDAYS. THE ARMY 
VERSION IS AN 
INSULT. 


PRETTY SURE 
THAT BISCUIT I ATE 
FOR BREAKFAST WAS 
SO HARD I BROKE 
A TOOTH. 


BEATS NO 


. BARELY... 


HEY, CAPTAIN. 
YOU BRING ME SOMEONE 
WHO'LL DIG MORE THAN HE 
EATS AND SMOKES? 


AFRAID NOT, 
TRAVERS. BUT MORE 
AMMO JUST ARRIVED 

FROM THE MARSH. MAKE 

SURE YOU SEND A 
RUNNER TO j 
STOCK UP. WE’LL NEED 
_ 4 \T. WE COULD 
: 1) HEAR THE KRAUT 

a TRUCKS ALL 

LAST NIGHT. 


LOOK ON 
THE BRIGHT SIDE. 
THERE'LL BE PLENTY 
MORE IN THE 
BUNDLES. 


I’M GOING 
TO MAKE THE 
ROUNDS. YOU 

SEEN TOP? 


HEAD THAT 


{ WAY AND LISTEN 


FOR BARKING. 


THEY CAN 
JUST WAIT US OUT. 
THESE RATIONS WILL 
DO THE KILLING 
FOR THEM. 


YOU BOYS CLEAR OUT SOME OF 
THAT BRUSH, TOO. I WANT 
OPEN FIELDS OF 
FIRE. 


LAST ONE. 
NOT THAT I'LL 
MISS IT. 


YOU MIND ME 
ASKING WHY WE’RE DIGGING 
IN HERE INSTEAD OF HEADING 

TO CARENTAN? THIS AIN’T 
OUR OBJECTIVE. 


AT ANY 
OTHER TIME, 
TOP, THIS WOULD 
TASTE LIKE 
SHIT. 


COFFEE’S 
COFFEE, 
CAPTAIN. 


MAJOR THINKS 
WE'LL DO MORE 
GOOD HERE. 


LINE LOOKS 
GOOD, TOP. 
KEEP THE BOYS 
WORKING. 


THE MAJOR ) 


INSIDE? 


HEY, BOGIE. HOW ARE 
THE LEGS? E 


HOW'S 
IT LOOK 
OUT THERE, 
CAPTAIN? 


PERIMETER 1S COMING TOGETHER, SIR. WE’VE GOT .30-CALS 
HERE AND HERE WITH OVERLAPPING FIELDS OF FIRE. MORTARS 
CAN FILL IN THE GAPS. PLENTY OF AMMO GETTING 
DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER. I’M SENDING OUT A PATROL 
LATER TO CHECK OUT THIS BRIDGE. 


MY MAIN 
CONCERN NOW IS FOOD, 
SIR. LAST NIGHT WE GOT A FEW 
MORE STRAGGLERS. WE’RE UP TO 
182 MEN. HOW'S EVERYONE 
GOING TO GET FED? I WAS 
TALKING TO 
VERSAILLES ABOUT 

THAT SAME 


“HE’S SEEING 
WHAT THE TOWN i 
CAN DO.” E 


<BY NOW, 
YOU ALL KNOW 
WHAT’S UPON 


Mian We | <THEY HAVE GUNS AND BULLETS. © 
<...THE : : BUT THEY NEED OUR KNOWLEDGE _ ote 
AMERICANS HAVE “Sa @ E OF THE AREA.> HEY NEED 
COME TO LIBERATE US. 
I SPOKE TO THEIR MAJOR ff 
THIS MORNING, AND HE | 

ASKED FOROUR 4 


<I’VE HEARD 
ENOUGH, ALBERT. 
HAVE WE ALL GONE 
CRAZY?> 


<WE'’RE FARMERS, NOT SOLDIERS. ; 
THE GERMANS MURDERED VILLAGERS <WHAT I’M 
IN CHATEAUBRIANT FOR GETTING ASKING ISN‘T 
INVOLVED. THEY'LL DO THE SAME _/ WITHOUT RISK, JEAN- 
“ ff LUC. I SOUGHT FATHER 


BEFORE I CALLED 
EVERYONE HERE. HE 
AGREED IT’S OUR 


I] <WHAT ARES 
{ THEY SAYING, MADAME )| geek 
, BOUVIER?> ABOUT WHETHER 
WE SHOULD 
HELP.> 2 


<OF ] <GET YOUR CART AND HORSE, CLAUDETTE. <HURRY 
COURSE. LET THE MEN GO TO THE FARMS AND GATHER FOOD. AS NOW.> 
DEBATE.> MUCH AS EACH HOUSE CAN SPARE. : 
_ j BRING IT ALL TO ME.> 


<NO ONE IS 
ASKING US TO BE 
SOLDIERS. AUGUSTE 
AND HIS DAUGHTERS 
BROUGHT CANISTERS OF 
AMMUNITION IN FROM 
THE MARSH.> 


<DASHIELL OFFERED TO GUIDE 
THE SOLDIERS TO THE 
BRIDGE.> 


<THIS IS 
MADNESS. THE 
GERMANS WILL 
WIN. I WILL NOT 
CUT MY OWN 
THROAT. > 


<FATHER 
LAURENT 1S 
LETTING THE 
AMERICANS USE THE 
BELFRY SO WE CAN 
SEE THE GERMANS 
COMING.> 


<EVERY MAN 
MUST MAKE HIS OWN 
DECISION.> 


“<WHAT JEAN-LUC 
SAYS IS RIGHT.> 


“<BUT THE 
AMERICANS ARE 
HERE.> 


tii aE CAO tN ae ET = EON TOT 


“<IF THE GERMANS DON’T ALREADY 
KNOW IT, THEY SOON 


“<THE WAR IS COMING LIKE A 
STORM. WE HAVE NO CHOICE. 
THE AMERICANS MUST WIN...> 


<...BUT THEY 
CAN'T WITHOUT 
THE PEOPLE OF 
FRANCE.> 


<WITHOUT 


; 
; 


s 


4 


<HEAVENLY FATHER, 

WE ASK YOU TO GIVE US 
WISDOM AS WE WEIGH OUR 
FUTURE IN THESE TRYING 
TIMES. TO HELP US SEE 
YOUR PATH...> 


as + “COUR FAITH IN YOU WILL 
p | GIVE US ALL STRENGTH IN 
y 


THE DAYS AHEAD.> 


=a \ 


<ALL IN 
FAVOR OF AIDING THE 
AMERICANS?> 


7 _ BIRDS, BY 
THE LOOKS OF 
THAT SHOTGUN. 
PHEASANTS. 
PIGEONS. 


MAYBE 
HE’LL SHOOT US 


} ‘ 
DINNER. _< 


CHARLIE? 
WHO’S THE 
FRENCHIE? 


BOUDREAU 
SAYS HE'S A 
HUNTER. HE 
VOLUNTEERED 


PIGEONS? 
IN NEW YORK 

CITY, WE CALL THEM 
FLYING RATS. 


NOW, I’D EAT 
YOUR BOOTS, 
TOMMY. 


CLAC 


mm 


4 
-. 


CLAGK e AC : 


ee é “ Z 


CLACK CLACKCLACK CLACK CLACK 


he - Sy Lif Ye 


(ate? ®. aes 
EVAGKETAGKELAGK ELAGK . 


\ <a ghia 


a 


iS | . > gale 
WACK GPAGKE RACK. CL 


TRAVERS! 
HAMNER! QUIT 
BEATING YOUR 

GUMS. 


TRAVERS, 
TAXI UP. 


SAYS THE BRIDGE 


1S JUST UP AHEAD. 


THREE HUNDRED 
METERS. 


SF a 


YOU'VE GOT 
POINT. WITH THE 
KRAUTS OUT, KEEP 
YOUR HEAD ON 


A SWIVEL. 


YOU HEAR 
THAT? 


CEAS 
CEASE FIRE! 


. 


” TRAVERS. 
HAMNER-- 


--MAKE 
SURE THEY’RE 
DOWN. 


THEM 
OR US. RIGHT, 
TOMMY? 


CLEAR THE 
ROAD. AND CHECK 
+ \ THEM FOR POCKET 


BOUDREAU, TELL FRENCHIE NO DOUBT 
WE'RE HEADING BACK TO THE KRAUTS HEARD 
, THE VILLAGE. THAT. I DON’T WANT 

ANOTHER PATROL TO 
CATCH US IN THE 


WHAT IS 
ALL THIS STUFF, 
CHARLIE? _<°s 


AR 


A) “LET'S JUST ZL) [ee : COQ AU 
GET HOME.” ji Saeed Ay VIN. JOUE DE 
= VO Tena ae | BOEUF. AH, 


BON. <TAKE IT 
UP FRONT.> 


<CELESTE? HOW — <YOU DID WELL, CLAUDETTE. 
DID YOU KNOW HERE ARE SOME SWEETS FOR 
WE'D VOTE TO = Z YOUR SISTER.> \ 
HELP?> ee ; 4 = ; 


<WAS 
THERE ANY \ 
OTHER DECISION, ff 
AUGUSTE?> 


BONJOUR, 
MADEMOISELLE. 
~~ 4. (Bonsour. 
£> 
/, a t 


<,, ma 


WASN'T LIKE I 
THOUGHT IT'D 
; GOT INTO A SCRAPE, CAPTAIN. MOTORCYCLE BE. THE 

HOW'D \ PATROL. FOUND SOME DISPATCHES FROM SCRAPE? 

THEIR HQ, I THINK. ALSO SAW TWO ‘ 
HALF-TRACKS. COULD BE A Laie 
PROBE. gZ' YEAH. IT 

WAS FAST. LIKE A 


SURE THE CAR CRASH. 


MAJOR GETS 


BUT WE 
MADE IT. WE’RE 
REAL ARMY 


I CAN’T 
BELIEVE I’M 
SAYING THIS, BUT 
I'M HUNGRY 


ME, TOO. nd yw 7 HEY, MACK 


YOU SMELL es 
THAT? FOOD. REAL 
FOOD. 


{ WHERE’D YOU GET 
: THAT? 


: CAFE. 
THEY'VE GOT SOME 
SPREAD. 


YS 
= 


YOU STILL 
WANT TO EAT 
MY BOOTS? 


<FATHER, THE 
AMERICAN MAJOR IS 
ALLOWING THE SOLDIERS 
TO ATTEND TODAY'S 


<I WAS HOPING HE 
WOULD. I INSTRUCTED 
MONSIEUR GILLIARD TO 
EXTEND THE INVITATION. 
WE ARE ALL TOGETHER 
IN THE COMMUNITY OF 
CHRIST.> 


<I EXPECT 
THE SANCTUARY 
TO BE THE FULLEST 
IT HAS EVER 
BEEN.> 


CLAUDETTE! 
MARGOT! 


|| “<THE SOLDIER IS |{ 
| HERE TO WALK YOU [4 
7, TO CHURCH.> 


<WHAT? 
SHOULDN'T I 
LOOK MY BEST 
FOR MASS?> 


YOUR SISTER AND THE SOLDIER 
ALONE.> 
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BONJOUR, 
MONSIEUR }, — 
BOUDREAU. / — 


BONJOUR, 
CLAUDETTE. 


{ “MADEMOISELLE 
RENARD.” 


BACK 
FROM MAKING THE 
ROUNDS, MAJOR. NO SIGN OF 
THE ENEMY. I PASSED ALONG 
YOUR PERMISSION FOR THOSE 
WHO aT ATTEND 


FIRES, THIS 1S HEADQUARTERS. 
COMMO CHECK. OVER. 


ROGER, FIRES. 
HEADQUARTERS, 


GOOD 
WORK, BOGIE. LET 


4 ME KNOW WHEN YOU 


GET MAE WEST ON 
THE HORN. 


ant 


SOMETHING 
ELSE, 
BRONSON? 


IT’S JUST 
THAT...WE‘RE 
DUG IN PRETTY 
WELL. GOT AMMO 
COMING OUT OF 
OUR EARS. 


MEN ARE 
TALKING LIKE WE 
CAN HOLD OUT UNTIL 
REINFORCEMENTS 
ARRIVE. 


THESE ARE 
GERMAN INTELLIGENCE 
PAPERS? 


THE ONES 
TAKEN FROM THE MOTORCYCLE 
PATROL. IT WAS ASSIGNED TO A RECON 
BATTALION OF AN ARMORED DIVISION. 
THE 17th SS PANZERGRENADIERS. 


CONTINUE IMPROVING THE MORTAR 

POSITIONS, CAPTAIN. REGISTER FIRE 

MISSIONS ON EVERY ROAD LEADING 
IN. I WANT THEM ABLE TO SHIFT 
QUICKLY AND STAY ON y. 


TARGET. 


THEY'VE GOT 
MUSIC GOING. WHY 
DON’T YOU BARK US A 
FRENCH SONG? 


GO ON. 
MAKE YOUR 
JABS. 


KIDDO. 
YOU REMIND ME | 
OF MY NIECE : 
JOANIE. 


IF SOMEBODY 
TOLD ME THE 
WAR WAS LIKE THIS, 
I‘D‘VE SHOWED UP 
SOONER. 


THE SISTER WHO JUST GOT MARRIED 
ALREADY HAS A KID? SOUNDS LIKE 
MY KIND OF BROAD. 


THAT'S 
MURIEL. AND 
NO, |T WASN’T 
A SHOTGUN 
WEDDING. 


CAN I 
HAVE THIS 
DANCE? 


JOANIE IS 
MY SISTER KITTY’S 
YOUNGEST. SHE LIKES TO 


WEAR MY SHOES AND 
CLOP AROUND. 


LET 
THE KID WEAR 
YOUR BOOTS, SHE’LL 
CATCH TRENCH 
FOOT. 


BO ara), RG 
LN Se 
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ALL THESE 
WOMEN IN THEIR 
_ SUNDAY BEST. 


THAT DOES \ 
IT. I'M MOVING 
HERE. | 


LOOKS LIKE BOUDREAU |S 
ALREADY ANGLING FOR A 
GIRLFRIEND. 


’ LUCKY CAJUN. 

/ BACK HOME, HE GETS 
THE GIRLS BECAUSE HE 
SPEAKS FRENCH, RIGHT? 


I'M 
GUESSING 
THAT YOU NOT 
SPEAKING FRENCH 
ISN’T THE 
PROBLEM. 


WHEN'S 
IT 3MMPHE MY 
TURN? 


MAJOR SAYS WE CAN GO TO 
MASS. YOU IN? IT'LL BE NICE 
TO GET A LITTLE TASTE OF 
SUNDAY BACK 
HOME. 


(( HOME. 


GO ON AHEAD, 
ALTAR BOY. SOMEONE 
NEEDS TO HOLD THE LINE 
IN CASE THE KRAUTS 
DECIDE TO SHOW UP. 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO , 
EAT MY RATION, I'LL ONLY BE 
AREN’T GONE AN HOUR. 
TRY NOT TO 
EAT MY 
GEAR. 


YOU. 


BRING 
ME BACK SOME 
OF THAT WINE, 
WILL YA? 
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GOOD MORNING, Ye 


CATHERINE. 1S 


NOT YET, 
FATHER. I’M 
PRAYING WE'LL 


GET WORD WHERE 


THEY SENT 
HIM. 


<HE’S 
, FATHER. 
THANK YOU.> : 


RESTING 


<GOOD 
MORNING, 


CLAUDETTE. HOW 
IS YOUR FATHER 


THE 


YOU FIND 
SEATS. 
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UP QUICK. 
USHER WILL HELP 


‘Ss 


<THERE 
SPACE IN THE 
CENTER.> 


FEELING?> 


FROM 
FIRST JOHN, 
CHAPTER THREE, VERSES 
A THIRTEEN THROUGH “DEARLY 
. EIGHTEEN-- BELOVED, WONDER 
: NOT IF THE WORLD 
HATE YOU...” 


“WHOSOEVER 
HATETH HIS BROTHER /S A 
MURDERER: AND YOU KNOW 
THAT NO MURDERER HATH 
ETERNAL LIFE ABIDING 

IN HIMSELF.” 


<..."WE KNOW 
THAT WE HAVE 
PASSED FROM DEATH 
TO LIFE, BECAUSE 


WE LOVE THE 
BRETHREN. > <"HE THAT 
LOVETH NOT, ABIDETH 
IN DEATH.”> 


<"IN THIS WE HAVE 
KNOWN THE CHARITY OF 
GOD, BECAUSE HE HATH 
LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR US: 
AND WE OUGHT TO LAY 
DOWN OUR LIVES FOR 
THE BRETHREN.”> 


OF THIS WORLD, AND SHALL 
SEE HIS BROTHER 
IN NEED--" 


“MY LITTLE 
CHILDREN, LET 
US NOT LOVE IN 
WORD NOR IN 
TONGUE--" 


<"--AND SHUT 

UP HIS BOWELS 

FROM HIM, HOW DOTH THE 

CHARITY OF GOD ABIDE 
IN HIM?”> 


<"--BUT IN 
DEED AND IN 
TRUTH.”> 


<IT’S ALL 
RIGHT. OVER 


at 


nL <evervone, d La 
PLEASE BE oS ez 


<REMEMBER, 
7 WE ARE SAFE HERE 
5 IN THE HOUSE OF 


“BOGIE, 
BRONSON.” 


ENEMY ADVANCING 
» —-\ FROM THE DIRECTION OF Ji 
MESNIL-ANGOT. aa 


THEY'RE 
PROBING 
US. 


LOOKS 
LIKE A RECON 
PATROL. 


| “NOTIFY THE MORTAR 


| SECTION TO STAND BY 
| FOR A FIRE MISSION.” 


WE NEED \ 
EVERYONE UP ON 
THE LINE. / 


PROBE ON OUR 
SOUTHERN FLANK, 
MAJOR. 


“A PROBE MEANS A 
DIRECT ATTACK 
IS COMING SOON.” 


SHIFT 
SOME MEN TO 
THE SOUTH. WE 
CAN’T AFFORD 
A BREACH. 


HERE 
THEY COME, MAYBE 
CHARLIE. THEY HEARD 
ABOUT THE 
COOKING. 


YOU SEE 
ANYTHING? 


y I'M HEADED 
TO THE CP TO BRIEF 
THE MAJOR. WE STILL 
HAVEN'T SEEN THE 
MAIN ASSAULT. 


— 5% 


- 
Z 


ZA = 


7 _ ROGER, ' 
CAPTAIN. WE’RE 


YOU OKAY, 
CHARLIE? 


i} 
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WAS ANOTHER /¢ 


PROBE! 


SO FAR, JUDGING BY 
WE'VE ONLY SEEN THEIR UNIFORMS, IT’S 
RECON ELEMENTS, THE MECHANIZED INFANTRY 

', ASSAULT FORCE WE’VE BEEN 
EXPECTING. I THINK THEY’RE 
MASSING HERE FOR AN 


THEY'RE HEADED TO CARENTAN. THE 
SEVENTH CORPS HAS TO TAKE THAT 
CITY TO LINK UP WITH THE FIFTH 
CORPS, AND THE KRAUTS 
KNOW IT. 


THEY DIDN‘T EXPECT TO SEE US HERE. 
ESPECIALLY NOT WITH ALL OUR 
MACHINE GUNS AND 
MORTARS. 


YEAH, BUT 
NOW WE’RE FACING 
A HEAVIER ASSAULT. IF IT 
WERE ME, I’‘D KEEP FLANKING 
UNTIL I FOUND A GAP IN 
THE LINE. 


LET’S 
GET EVERYONE 


| i 
UP ON THE LINE. I CHECK IN WITH 
DON’T EXPECT : SS THE SPOTTERS 


ANY RELIEF. \ ; FOR ME. KEEP AN 
EYE ON THOSE 
KRAUTS TO THE 
SOUTH. 


ROGER. BE 
CAREFUL OUT 
THERE. 


c ROGER 
THAT, BOGIE. WE’LL 
SCAN THE SOUTHERN 
FLANK AND LET YOU 
KNOW IF WE SEE 
- ANYTHING. 


..80mm sy 
MORTARS TO THE ) 
SOUTH. as 
SoS ef ——s 


YOU HEAR | 


SOMETHING? 
SOUNDS LIKE 
OUTGOING. _* 


NAH. 
NOTHING TO 
SHOOT AT. 
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BOGIE! 
REQUEST 
ILLUMINATION 
FOLLOWED BY HIGH 


EXPLOSIVE AGAINST ff; - 


INFANTRY IN 
THE OPEN! 


RELOAD! 


‘a 
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DROP NINE 
AND FIRE FOR 
EFFECT! 


YOU SEE 
THEM? DID THEY 
BREAK OFF? 


CAN’T SEE 
ANYTHING WITH 
ALL THAT DAMN 

SMOKE. 


~ THAT WAS i Za ELE: 
CLOSE, TOMMY. j £ : f 
THEY ALMOST 
. _( THANK GOD FOR 
ELIE = 4 ; MORTARMEN. 


THE LINE. 


WAS THAT 
MESSINGER? 


POOR 
BASTARD... 


YOU THINK 
THEY'RE LICKED? MAYBE 
BYPASS US FOR THE 
BEACHHEAD? 


BY THE 
GRACE OF GOD, 
RIGHT? 


[7 GOT A BAD 
( ONE, CAPTAIN 
SIP 


THE BACK. I'LL 
BE RIGHT / 


WE & <THERE |S 
NEED MORE ‘ YWhh 1 SPACE FOR MORE 
BANDAGES! ; ve dyn ; WOUNDED BACK 


<LET ME 
PRAY WITH YOU, 
MY SON.> 


<I 
WANT TO GO 
HOME.> 


SHHH. 
<I KNOW, 
MARGOT. WHEN 
THE FIGHTING , 
sTops.> 4 


<WHAT IF 


THE GERMANS 
COME?> 


<THE 
AMERICANS 
WON'T LET THAT 
HAPPEN.> 


<THANK YOU 
FOR PROTECTING 
US.> 


BOUDREAU, 
TELL THE MAYOR IT’S 
TIME TO GET HIS PEOPLE 
OUT OF HERE. BEFORE 
THE NEXT ATTACK. 


AND TELL HIM WE APPRECIATE THE 
TOWNSFOLK BRINGING CHOW TO 
THE MEN. WE COULDN’T DO 
THIS WITHOUT THEM. 


HEY, MAJOR, A LOT OF MESSAGE TRAFFIC. WE’RE DOWN TO ONE - 
UNIT OF FIRE FOR THE LIGHT MACHINE SECTIONS AND ONE UNIT — 
OF FIRE FOR THE MORTARS. AND WE'RE GETTING REPORTS OF “iis ee hs ee 
HEAVY VEHICLES. SOUNDS LIKE THE KRAUTS ARE P. 
GEARING UP FOR THE BIG ONE M.L.R-, PASS THE ORDER 
TO EXFIL NORTHWEST 


AND ASSEMBLE AT 
THE FARM. 


———— 


“LET’'S HOPE IT DOESN'T (Rieger ueae 
COME TO TH SAL SS 
r ; 
q 


WANT TO TELL THE 
LADY NO, BUT I DON’T 
FEEL UP TO 
EATING. 


TAKE YOURS. 
MERCI. 


FIGURED a! 
THE BOYS WOULD é 
BE OFF THE BEACH G* = /_ HOW LONG 
y i & 3— | DO YOU THINK 
WE CAN HOLD 
OUT? 


_/ TAKING 
THEIR SWEET 


4 I GUESS UNTIL 
{ WE RUN OUT OF H.E. FOR 


LOW ON AMMO, 
CHARLIE? 


KRAUTS HAVE 
BEEN BRINGING UP 
REINFORCEMENTS ALL 
DAY, HAMNER. IT’S 


Two | ‘ 
5 HEY, CAP. 
MAGAZINES. 
I'LL SEE IF I } % ama arouse I GOING TOBEA , 
CAN SCARE COSITION aa LONG NIGHT. 
SOME UP. ee ge ME * , — 


I JUST 
SENT RUNNERS 
TO REDISTRIBUTE 
WHAT WE HAVE LEFT. 
FIND ONE AND 
LOAD UP. 


HEY, JEFFERS. — 
WHERE'D YOU GET 
THE AMMO? _- 


RUNNER 

JUST HEADED 
BACK TOWARD 
THE CHURCH. 


p g “DIDN’‘T THE MAYOR 
a SIPE. LOOK AT | TELL THE PRIESTS 
ie / ; f 
« 


TO EVAC?” 


BOUDREAU 
SAYS THEY 
WON'T LEAVE THE 
WOUNDED, 
SIR. 


I'LL BE AT IF WE'RE 
THE CP. 1 EXPECT OVERRUN, YOU I 
ANOTHER ATTACK | KNOW THE WON'T 

TONIGHT. ORDERS. LEAVE THE 

WOUNDED 
EITHER, 
SIR. 


* °Y <TAKE THIS, 
CLAUDETTE. YOU 


. ADIEU, 
MONSIEUR 
BOUDREAU. 


<GOD BE WITH 
YOU, MONSIEUR 
BOUDREAU. > 


EVERYBODY 


COVER! 


( 
a BOYS! I'VE G 
AMMO! 


FALL 
BACK! FALL 
BACK! 


THEY 
BREACHED 
THE LINE! ELEVATE 
BOTH TUBES TO 
MAXIMUM AND 
FIRE FOR 
EFFECT! 


HEAD TO 
THE RALLY 
POINT! 


OUR 
VICTORY IS 
LIVING TO FIGHT 
ANOTHER 
DAY. 


FRENCH 
VILLAGERS 
KILLED: 


GERMAN 
= SOLDIERS 
me KILLED: 


THE KILLING HAD 
NOT ENDED YET... 


a 


7 THERE ARE 
EX ONLY WOUNDED 
= HERE. 
a 


Bat 


DRAUBEN! 


SCHNELL! 
SCHNELL! 


HALT DIE 


I’M THEIR KLAPPE! 


DOCTOR! WHERE 
ARE YOU TAKING 9 7% 
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EXCERPTED FROM THE 
KOMMANDOBEFEHL. 
ISSUED BY ADOLF 
HITLER ON OCTOBER 
18, 1942: 


“FROM NOW ON ALL MEN OPERATING AGAINST GERMAN 
TROOPS IN SO-CALLED COMMANDO RAIDS IN EUROPE OR 
IN AFRICA, ARE TO BE ANNIHILATED TO THE LAST MAN. 


“THIS IS TO BE CARRIED 
OUT WHETHER THEY BE 
SOLDIERS IN UNIFORM, 
OR SABOTEURS, WITH OR 
3 WITHOUT ARMS; AND 
WHETHER FIGHTING OR 
SEEKING TO ESCAPE; 


“AND IT IS EQUALLY IMMATERIAL WHETHER THEY COME INTO ACTION 
FROM SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT, OR WHETHER THEY LAND BY PARACHUTE. 


a a Om a MALT 2 th 


| “EVEN IF THESE INDIVIDUALS ON 
|| DISCOVERY MAKE OBVIOUS THEIR 
fF} INTENTION OF GIVING THEMSELVES 
4 oP AS PRESONERS 


“NO PARDON IS 
ON ANY ACCOUNT 
TO BE GIVEN.” 


| NEVERTHELESS 
THE PRIESTS 
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..TO THE 12th-CENTURY 
CHURCH WHERE THE 

PEOPLE OF FRANCE AND 
THEIR FOREIGN GUESTS 
WORSHIPPED AND CARED 


FOR THEIR WOUNDED... 


..TO THE SCHOOL WHERE 
THE VILLAGE’S CHILDREN 
LEARNED AND THE ARMY’S 
OFFICERS PLANNED THEIR 
DEFENSE... 


..AND TO THE CAFE WHERE CITIZENS AND } 
SOLDIERS--WOMEN AND MEN, YOUNG AND | 
OLD--TALKED, ATE, AND DANCED 

| | TOGETHER FOR SIX DAYS. 


: 


BEFORE THE BATTLE, GRAIGNES 
| WAS A VILLAGE OF MORE THAN 
TWO HUNDRED BUILDINGS. 
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IDYLLIC 
COMMUNITY... 


..DESTROYED BY 
WAR AND ANGER. 


SOMETIME IN 1945. 


HEADING WESTWARD 
ACROSS THE ATLANTIC. 


Pear Mrs. Pavers, | 
ey 


J received your letter of February 25. I was sorry to hear that 
you had the news of Tommy's death 50 late after it happened. 


na ———— = 


J could not tell you 
now if I were still 
over there. 


I have been in the hospital now for three months and y 
now am on a boat heading home and I shall mail this 
ust as 600n as I get in the States. 


No, I Shall not come to see you for I ‘© 4 lf, 
don’t think it would work out right for \ of 
you being the mother of Tommy, 4° 


you would think, 
now why couldn’? 
he be Tommy? 


J was going to see you but my letter will 
be all that I can do for I don’t think 
myselt right in going to see you. 


Tommy wae killed in a small village called braignes 
about 6:30 in the evening of the eleventh of June. 


=k 


me by one of the fellows, Tommy and two of 
the others were killed outright. 


7 y S| | 


ri 


> 
He did not suffer none for as it was told to WAN; i 4 


We were outnumbered but we held them off for 
more than two hours and Tommy wae just like 
the rest of ue scared but mad and we all stood 
by our gune Till we were Told fo pull out. 


I found out later that Tommy and the rest of our boys that we lost were buried by the ‘ 
French in the cemetery near the church and the time in which you were notified Tommy was \ 


missing and the time you were notified he was killed in action they had found hia resting 
place and moved him fo the EZnd Memorial Grounds in Sainte-Mére-Eglise. 
That took the six months, Mrs. Travers, and I : 


want to offer you my most humble Ae for 
the slowness of news of Tommy's death. 


He was a good man and I am proud 10 say I 
fought with him. It was a shame that God had fo 
take him just at the start of the real tight. 


_ But he and many others 
"like him died 40 others 
j could live in freedom. 


It was men like 
Tommy who have 
gone on and 
taken up where 


Tommy lett off. 


j ig i a: Ag 
J could not have written you a letter like this | 


back in England or France for it would not 
get through the censors. 


To ae mG 
We are not supposed fo write 
home and fell of those we 1051. 


Fi! 


¥ |7 


= They have their reasons, cruel and hard as it might 
be, but a fellow like myself has fo abide by the rule 

- or I would have written 1o all the Moms and Dads 

of the fellows I once knew. 


A 


> God has seen fit fo spare me 
| and Tam humbly grateful. 


) 
( 


He was a brave man and ifs men 
like him who are making the world } 
eater for tomorrow. -— 


Ee = — 


Yours sincerely, 


Ss 


Charles y 


ON MAY 7, 1945, GERMANY 
UNCONDITIONALLY SURRENDERED 
TO THE ALLIES. 


THIS COULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED IF THE PEOPLE OF 
MANY DIFFERENT NATIONS AND CULTURES HAD NOT, 
DESPITE THEIR DIFFERENCES, JOINED TOGETHER AND 
EMBRACED THE QUALITIES THAT MAKE US ALL THE SAME. 


